
Allotments Annual Meeting 2016  
 
 

Notes of a meeting with allotment holders held in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, 
School Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe on Thursday 13th November 2016 at 7.00 pm. 
 
 Present Councillor I Gray (Acting Chairman)  
   Mr L Williams (Grounds maintenance Services Co-ordinator) 
   Mr D Austin (Finance Officer) 

   Mr D C Banks (Northern Region Allotments Association Rep.) 
 
 
 

1. Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr A Smith and Mr A R Kennedy of 
Clarence Chare Allotments, Mr R Browning of Finchale Road Allotments, and Mr S 
Jones and Mr A Smith of St. Oswalds Allotments. 

 
2. Best Allotment Winners 2016 
 

The Chairman presented certificates and memento trophies to the tenants judged to 
have the best allotments at their site: 
 

i. Byerley Park, plot no. 8b  Mr A Pickering 
ii. Clarence Chare, plot no. 35  Mr A R Kennedy 
iii. Finchale Road, plot no. 19  Mr R Browning 
iv. Aycliffe Village plot no. 8  Mr J Hannan 
v. St Oswald’s, plot no. 76  Mr M Norman 

 

Mr Norman was also awarded the Angela Fleming Memorial Trophy for the best 
allotment at St Oswald’s Allotment Site.   
 

Mrs S Saunders, St Oswald’s, plot 77 was awarded the Edward Hubery Memorial 
Trophy for the Best New or Most Improved Allotment in 2016.   
 

The allotment judged to be the best overall for 2016 was plot no. 35 at Clarence 
Chare Allotment site, tenanted by Mr Kennedy.  Mr R Bewley collected the trophy 
on behalf of Mr Kennedy who was unable to attend. 

 
3. Allotment Officer’s Report 
 

a) Mr Williams started his report by thanking the allotment representatives at 
each Site for their continued support and assistance in helping him to 
manage the Allotment Sites throughout the year. 

 
Mr Williams reported that he had received a notice of representation 
challenging the post of site representative at Finchale Road Allotment site, 
and invited nominations from tenants before a ballot could be arranged. 

 
b) Mr Williams gave details of the number of allotment maintenance letters sent 

between April and October 2016 to tenants who had not maintained their 
allotment plots to the required standard and also the number of termination 
notices issued during the same period. 

 
Mr Williams gave details on the process of issuing maintenance letters and 
termination notices and the delay in re-letting the allotments. 



 
4. Allotment Fees and Charges 

 
a) Mr Austin presented a financial statement which detailed the cost of the 

allotment provision.  Mr Austin explained that the net cost to the Council for 
the allotments in 2016/17 was estimated to be £16,300 after income from 
rents had been taken into account. 
 
Mr Austin said that the Financial Statement did not include the cost of tipping 
charges for the disposal of waste removed from the allotment sites which 
was £4,194 in the 2015/16 financial year.  This cost excluded the removal of 
green waste which was composted on Council land at no cost. 
 
Mr Austin commented that the waste disposal costs had increased by almost 
8 tonnes, incurring a further £716 from the previous year. 
 
Mr Austin reminded tenants of the previous year’s warnings regarding 
increased waste disposal charges. 
 
Mr Austin advised tenants that due to the increased cost of disposal of waste 
from the allotment sites the Council would be forced to take action. He 
proposed two options: 

i) A tipping charge levy in addition to the allotment rent for sites. 
ii) Removal of the waste tipping bays and from each site, making 

each tenant responsible for their own waste. 
 
Mr Austin and Mr Williams answered questions from tenants in regard to 
waste disposal, fly tipping and composting of green waste. 
 
Mr Banks added that of all the sites he attends across the North East, Great 
Aycliffe Town Council is the only one that collects and manages waste in this 
way and the amount of waste generated across the sites is unnecessary and 
irresponsible. 
 
Mr Williams asked for a show of hands for the two options. Tenants voted 
strongly in favour of removal of the waste tipping bays. 

 
b) Mr Austin outlined plans to introduce a bond for new allotment tenants which 

may be used to offset any charges incurred at the end of the tenancy. 
 

5. Allotment Rents 2016/17  
 
Mr Austin gave details of allotment rents for 2017/18, and advance notice of the 
increases due in 2018/2019 which would be: 

 

 2017/2018 2018/2019 

Band A £20.00 £21.00 

Band B £27.50 £29.00 

Band C £30.00 £31.00 

Band D £35.00 £37.00 

Band E £40.00 £42.00 

 
6. Allotment Tenants’ Requests 
 



The Chairman asked for any specific requests from allotment sites, following tenants 
forming into individual site groups within the meeting. 

 
a) Aycliffe Village 

 
i. Tenants reported issues with the gate. 

 
 Mr Williams agreed to repair the gate. 
 

ii. Fence between allotments and houses in poor condition. 
 

Mr Williams agreed to investigate. 
  

b) Byerley Park 
 

i. Branches to be removed from waste area. 
 

Mr Williams agreed to arrange removal. 
 

c) Clarence Chare 
 

Tenants had no issues. 
 

d) St Oswalds 
 

i. Tenants reported that the allotment gate had dropped and required 
attention. 

 
Mr Williams agreed to investigate problems with the gate. 

   
ii. Tenants expressed concern at theft from allotments and asked for 

increased security. 
 

Mr Williams explained site security was also the responsibility of the 
tenants and emphasized that the gate should remain locked at all 
times. 
 
Mr Williams agreed that the combination on the locks be changed 
periodically. 
 

iii. Tenants asked for a new noticeboard. 
 

Mr Williams agreed to look into the cost of a replacement.  
 

e) Finchale Road 
 

i. Tenants asked that when there is a delay between tenants having their 
agreement determined and a new tenant taking over that the Council 
manage the site accordingly. 

 
Mr Williams agreed to strim sites before weeds can produce seeds.. 

 



ii. Tenants asked for the height of the fence to be raised near the tipping 
bay to prevent fly tipping taking place, and the fencing adjacent to the 
garages 

 
Mr Williams agreed to try to address these issues. 

 
iii. Tenants felt that the frequency of grass cutting exceeded necessity. 

This feeling was agreed with tenants from other sites 
 

Mr Williams agreed to reduce the frequency of grass cutting. 
 

7. General 
 
i. Tenants asked if the Council could introduce a ‘Probation period’ for new 

tenants, speeding up the process when tenants are not cultivating allotments. 
 

Mr Banks said this would be possible, and would not break any allotment 
rules. 

 
Mr Williams agreed to look into the possibility of introducing a ‘probationary 
period’, working with Mr Banks to ensure the scheme was fair and meets 
current guidelines. 

 
ii. Tenants asked if, following on from previous success, the Allotment Watch 

would be continued, and if more times could be made available to benefit 
more allotment holders. 

 
Mr Williams agreed to discuss any changes to the Allotment Watch scheme 
with the Park Patrol Supervisor. 

 
8. Chairman’s Closing Remarks 

 
The Chairman thanked all tenants for attending and closed the meeting.  

 


